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                              CROSS TALK 
 
The photo to the left is of “Poverty Flat” up the Red Grade and into 
the Bighorn Mountains. I got out of my car and looked for the 
trailhead. Didn’t find it, and thought it looked so desolate. Signs of 
hope with the little flowers here and there, and eventually did find the 
trailhead up the road. 
 
Proverty Flat reminds me of our own wilderness experience. We’ve 
been through so much, and continue to be plagued by Covid, 
monkeypox, political awfulness, war in the Ukraine, and unrelenting 

heat. As I mentioned in Sunday’s service, please take time to see the little “flowers in the wilderness”. 
For example, we had an incredible potluck last Sunday with tons of great food and busy 
conversations going on at all the tables. Many thanks to Kathy Hosford and her Fellowship team for 
organizing, and to Kim and Larry Huestis for roasting the shredded pork and serving it up. Larry 
introduced me to coleslaw on my pulled pork sandwich, and I’m now a fan. All of the members of the 
Minister Search Committee were there, with lots to share. 
 
We are blessed to have such a great Search team. I commend them for giving the occasional 
updates during church, and for presenting their current work to the gathered 32 people. Alicia Carrel, 
ERA Realty and one of our church folk, was invited to give an overview on rental prices, building, and 
buying a parsonage in Sheridan. Everyone listened attentively and asked great questions. Church 
Moderator, Julie Baker, stated that in housing and every aspect, including preparation of our profile, 
the Search Committee is working deligently. They had their own meeting after the potluck. 
 
What does all this mean for me? As you all know by now, I will be retiring the end of June 2023. I will 
remain a member, but need to step aside for a year to allow the new minister space. As I see it, my 
job now is to not only keep the mission and ministry of the church moving forward, but to prepare 
volunteers to take on some of the roles I have been doing. After all, you can’t expect a new minister 
to “know and do everything” on day one. For example, Ariel Downing, who teaches at Holy Name and 
is an accomplished musician, is coming onboard our Last Friday concert team. This is one of the 
areas I have been heavily involved in. You will see that one of our online attenders, Mandy Cantrell, is 
taking on our Facebook page while I’m on vacation. I’ve only met her in person once, in Albertson’s, 
when she called out my name (never knew what she looked like). We have become good friends, in 
the “virtual” world. She is, yet, another “flower” in the wilderness.  
 
Yes, there is much work to be done, and, yes, we have a great start! Walking with you all in the 
wilderness, where flowers and hope abound. 
 
Yours, always in Christ, 
 
Pastor Sheila 

THE TOWER  
 



 
August Birthdays 
 

9 Liam Hardigan                 14 Ruby Walden           17 Dorothy Brennan        
                                              22 Linda Morris 
  
                                                   In Memory 
 
Anonymous donation received in memory of Jim Brennan.  

 

OUR PRAYER L IST ~  “WE L IFT THEM UP TO THE LORD”  

Please lift up all families, friends and neighbors, all from the Church family who are not feeling well, 
healing, recovering, burdened, and grieving.  

Please remember all those, along with their families, dealing with challenges:  Helen Wilson, People of 
Ukraine, Margaret Wolford (Heide Harm’s mother-in-law, cancer), Mandy Cantrell (cancer), Fran Ford,  
Isaac and Maria Myers, Fred Newcomer (cancer), Thelma Peterson, Alan Johnson, (cancer), Jean Morgen 
(cancer).  

Please remember our Active Military Personnel and their families, including those we know – 
Brian Hier (USAF), Fred Luck (USAF), Gary Barker (USAF), Robert Fisher (USA), Kenny Barker 
(ASF-Med), Nathan Wolanin (USA), Ethan Sinnet (Marines), Chandra Olson (Air Force), those in the 
National Guard. Please remember all who have served ~ our Veterans. 

  
Calendar of Events 

No Council Meeting in August 
August 8-11:  Lunch Together Service.  
August 17:     5 to 7 PM First Christian Church to honor Pastor Doug and Marcy    
                                        Goodwin for 33 years of service to our community. 
August 26:      5:30-6:30 PM Last Friday Free Concert 
 
Thank you, Liturgists for reading scripture for our worship service.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please call Debbie at the office, or sign up at the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 
May 15 – Kathy Hosford 
May 22 – Jean Harm 
May 29 –  Kathy Hosford 
June 5 –   Pat Luck 
June 12 – Linda Morris              
June 19 – Julie Baker 
June 26 – Julie Baker 
July 3 –    Kathy Hosford 
July 10 –  Jean Harm 
July 17 –  Kathy Hosford 
July 24 –  Dave Paden 
July 31 –  Pat Luck 



 
 

LAST FRIDAY FREE CONCERT 
Three Great Performances all in One Hour 

Haley Rain 
The Emerson Recorder Consort 

Abbie Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
All Creatures Great and Small 
 
For the last couple of months we have had two deer 
living part of their days under our ramp and resting 
in the cool sand. Please ignore them, as they scare 
really easy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



After 33 years of ministry, Doug 
Goodwin, minister of First Christian 
Church, is retiring. 
 
As you know, we have shared 
worship with First Christian Church 
for many years during Easter and at 
Christmas. Doug has always been a 
big part of this, and he has taken 
leadership roles in the Lunch 
Together Soup Kitchen for many 
years—a familiar face to us all! 
 
This is an open invitation to all our 
church members and attenders to 
celebrate his ministry. 
 

 
 
In 1926, Sheridan community 
churches put this monthly ad in the 
newspaper to scold locals to GO 
TO CHURCH! That’s a new spin on 
ecumenical work! 
 

                                                                                                                                 

  


